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By Request of the Energy and Tel ecommuni cations InterimComm ttee

A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act providing that the energy and

t el ecommuni cations interimcommttee has adm nistrative rule review,
draft legislation review, program eval uation, and nonitoring
functions for the public service conm ssion; elimnating the

requi rement that building code rules concerning energy conservation
conformto policies devel oped under title 90, chapter 4, part 10;
elimnating the requirement that the departnment of environnental
quality and the environmental quality council maintain a continual
process to devel op the conmponents of a conprehensive state energy
policy; anendi ng sections 5-5-230, 50-60-203, and 90-4-1001, MCA; and
repeal i ng sections 90-4-1002 and 90-4-1003, MCA."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 5-5-230, MCA, is anended to read:

"5-5-230. Energy and tel ecommunications interimcommttee. The
energy and tel ecommunications interimconmttee has adm nistrative
rule review, draft |egislation review, program evaluation, and
monitoring functions for the departnment of public service regul ation

and t he entt+t+es—attached—to—thedepartrent—+for—admnistrative

pttposes public service conm ssion.”

{Internal References to 5-5-230:
x69- 8- 402 }
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Section 2. Section 50-60-203, MCA, is anended to read:

"50- 60-203. Departnent to adopt state building code by rule.
(1) (a) The departnent shall adopt rules relating to the construction
of, the installation of equipnent in, and standards for materials to
be used in all buildings or classes of buildings, including
provi sions dealing with safety, accessibility to persons with
disabilities, sanitation, and conservation of energy. The adopti on,
amendnment, or repeal of a rule is of significant public interest for
pur poses of 2-3-103.

(b) Rules concerning the conservation of energy nust conform

to the policy established in 50-60-801 antd—toe—retevant—pottetes

(2) The departnment may adopt by reference nationally
recogni zed building codes in whole or in part and nay adopt rules
nore stringent than those contained in national codes.

(3) The rules, when adopted as provided in parts 1 through 4,
constitute the "state building code" and are acceptable for the
bui I dings to which they are applicable.

(4) The departnment shall adopt rules that permt the
installation of bel ow grade |iquefied petrol eum gas- burning
appl i ances.

(5) (a) The departnment shall, by rule, adopt by reference the
nost recently published edition of the national fire protection
associ ation's publication NFPA 99C for the installation of nedical
gas piping systens. The departnent may, by rule, issue plunbing

permts for nedical gas piping systenms and require inspections of
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medi cal gas piping systens.

(b) A state or local governnent building code conpliance
officer shall, as part of any inspection, request proof of a medical
gas piping installation endorsenent from any person who is required
to hold an endorsenment or who, in the inspector's judgnent, appears
to be involved with onsite medical gas piping activity. The inspector
shall report any instance of endorsenment violation to the inspector's
enpl oyi ng agency, and the enploying agency shall report the violation
to the board of plunbers.”

{Internal References to 50-60-203:
x50-60- 101 x50- 60- 102 x50- 60- 102 x50- 60- 802 }

Section 3. Section 90-4-1001, MCA, is amended to read:

"90-4-1001. State energy policy goal statenment. (1) It is the
policy of the state of Montana to pronote energy conservation,
production, and consunption of a reliable and efficient m x of energy
sources that represent the |east social, environmental, and econom c
costs and the greatest long-termbenefits to Montana citizens.

(2) In pursuing this goal, it is the policy of the state of
Mont ana to:

(a) recognize that the state's energy system operates within
the | arger context of and is influenced by regional, national, and

i nternational energy markets;

(b) maintain a eonttnval—process—tor+review thts—energy potiey

wrH—p+rovi-de—For—a bal ance between a sustai nable environment and a

vi abl e econony; and
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(c) adopt a state transportation energy policy as provided in
90-4-1010 and an alternative fuels policy and inplenmenting guidelines

as provided in 90-4-1011."

{Internal References to 90-4-1001: None.}

NEW SECTI ON. Section 4. {standard} Repealer. Sections 90-4-

1002 and 90-4-1003, MCA, are repeal ed.

{Internal References to 90-4-1002: None.
Internal References to 90-4-1003: rep90-4-1002 }

- END -
{Nare : Todd Everts
Title : Legi sl ative Env. Anal yst
Agency : LSD
Phone : 444- 3747
E-Mail : teverts@nt.gov}
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